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IAG Network Group
Synopsis of the Meeting held on Friday 12 June 2009
Present:

Chris Aylward

Youth Connexions




Lesley Ayres


Youth Connexions




Dave Bright


Nobel School



Gill Galavan


Youth Connexions



Matthew Glew (Chair)
North Hertfordshire SAPG




Julie Goddard

Herts Careers Service



Dave Oxley


Barclay School




Lorna Penman

Ridgemond Training




Judith Sutton


Youth Connexions




Julie Thompson

Ridgemond Training




Martin Ward


North Hertfordshire College

Apologies:

Claire Feenan

Youth Connexions




Sally Edwards

North Herts College



Tim Edwards


Youth Connexions



Mark Furness

Highfield School




Nye Hathaway

Heathcote School




Susan Kenneally

Stevenage ESC




Elaine Leigh


Hitchin Girls’ School




Barbara Roberts

Edge




Sharon Ryan


Thomas Alleyne School



Heather Sanderson

North Herts College






In attendance:
Owen Davis


Herts Chamber of Commerce
Christine Peak (Clerk)
North Herts SAPG
1. Apologies 

Recorded above

2. Minutes of the Meeting of 26 March and Matters Arising
The synopsis was approved as an accurate record with the following updates provided:
· Details of the Women into Engineering Event on 8 May were shared with Bob Lovelock the PCL for Engineering
· World of Work Week, input from non-stereotypical employers - HS did not have time to arrange this in time for this year’s event, but MW will ask her to contact MG with a view to setting up a separate forum to look at these issues 

Action:
MW/HS 

· MG has been in contact with Impact Theatre to ask them to build a gender balance focus into their autumn tour of North Hertfordshire

3. Collaborative Venture with the Hertfordshire Chamber of Commerce
MG introduced Owen Davis, Education Business Links Manager with Hertfordshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry, who talked about work with schools:
· Some schools, including Hitchin Girls, are members of the Chamber
· Cost for schools is approximately £80 per year + VAT, and offers a number of benefits, some of which AW outlined at the last meeting and include the following:
· Careers talks

· Work on CVs

· Links with employers

· Networking events


A brief discussion followed and the SAPG will share OD’s email address 
(owendavis@hertschamber.com) with members of this group so that colleagues 
can contact him directly to outline areas they would like specific support with, 
copying in the SAPG, who will look at common themes


Action:
Group Members and SAPG


MG thanked OD for his input
4. Briefing on SAPG Strategy for Foundation Learning Tier
Unfortunately, Sally Edwards was unable to attend today’s meeting so MG provided an outline of the Strategy (copies circulated):

· As a base, an audit of current provision was completed, which highlighted gaps in understanding and general confusion regarding the use of the term “Foundation”.  

· To help clarify understanding, Barbara Hayes, a consultant with the LSN, was brought in to give a presentation to Heads and Curriculum Deputies

· The FLT should be viewed as an integral part of the curriculum, not an alternative qualification, and will become an entitlement from September 2011.  The aim is to have 30% provision in place for September 2009

· FLT must include three distinct elements - Personal Development, Functional Skills and Vocational/General Studies

· It will be based on a range of short units (10 GLH each), which contribute towards an Award, a Certificate or a Diploma 

· Regular assessment opportunities are vital and, so too is celebrating achievement
· There are likely to be significant funding issues, which are still to be resolved
· The biggest issue for this group will be the IAG
· The Strategy was approved last night by the Full SAPG 
5. Any Other Business
· This will be GG’s last meeting as Ruth Baker is returning from maternity leave. MG thanked GG for her input this year 
· JS will email the SAPG with details of a range of summer school activities.  The SAPG will disseminate the information to other members of this group
Action:
JS/SAPG
6. Date and Time of Future Meetings
The full schedule of SAPG meetings for 2009/10 academic year had previously been circulated and the dates for IAG Network Group meetings for next year were confirmed as follows:
· Wednesday 21 October 2009

· Wednesday 24 February 2010

· Wednesday 23 June 2010
All meetings would take place at the BTC, commencing with a working lunch at 12.30 pm

Meeting closed at 2.05pm 
North Hertfordshire SAPG, Business & Technology Centre, Bessemer Drive, Stevenage, SG1 2DX

Phone: 01438 310046 - E-mail: northhertfordshiresapg@lea.herts.sch.uk
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