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IAG Network Group
Synopsis of the Meeting held on Wednesday 21 October at the BTC

Present:
Chris Aylward, Ruth Baker, Dave Bright, Emma Clark, Matthew Glew (Chair), Julie Goddard, Julie Thompson, Martyn Ward
In attendance:
Barbara Roberts (Edge), Christine Peak (Clerk)
Apologies:

Tim Edwards, Elaine Leigh, Mark Furness, Mark Marlton, Dave 


Oxley, Lorna Penman, Sharon Ryan, Judith Sutton
1. Apologies

Recorded above
2. Synopsis of 12 June and Matters Arising

The synopsis was approved as an accurate record with the following updates provided:

· Collaborative Venture with Herts Chamber – MG encouraged the group to take up Owen Davis’ offer of support if they have not already done so
· Foundation Learning – The Strategy has moved forward since the last meeting and MG stressed that IAG would be a significant part of this going forward
3. Arrangements for Diploma Roadshow
MG shared details of this year’s Diploma Roadshow:
· Organised by the DCSF and trialled last year at County level

· This year’s event will take place on Friday 27 November at North Herts College, Stevenage site, and will run between 10.00 am – 4.00 pm

· The SAPG is currently writing out to schools inviting them to attend
4. Commitment to Impact Theatre Company
MG circulated information about this year’s Impact Theatre Company tour, including details of those institutions that have booked.  The production has been refreshed for this year and will include a slant on stereotyping and gender bias
5. Diploma Leaflets
MG circulated the draft leaflet for Sport and Active Leisure.  The SAPG is also developing similar leaflets for the new Diplomas in Public Services and Travel and Tourism.  These are currently with the printers and should be ready for distribution immediately after the half term break
6. Employability and NEET Strategy
MG talked to the paper on Employability (circulated), which scopes the changing landscape across the local area, the particular issues, possible solutions and means of improvement.

MG then outlined the main headlines from the NEET Strategy (circulated), which has been approved by the Full SAPG and will be monitored and evaluated by the newly established Work-Related Learning Strategy Group

A brief discussion followed, with the following points raised:

· A large number of 18 year olds have already tried E2E and other programmes and want a job

· Limited number of available job opportunities across the board

· How do we tap into the abilities that young people have to offer
· Mobility issues - addressing a lack of confidence in a large number of young people, who are reluctant to move out of their local area, because they have little or no experience of using public transport. This is a real barrier
· Using social networking sites as a means of communicating information

· Getting the IAG right

· Use of Independent Learning Plans, with a focus on progression

7. Any Other Business

· BR is going to an IAG Standards National Good Practice Event and will be attending a workshop on the learner voice

· MG suggested that the next meeting focus on Foundation Degrees and various other progression routes

Action:
Agenda item for the next meeting
8. Date and Time of Next Meeting

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 24 February 2010, 12.30 pm, at the BTC

Meeting closed at 2.05pm
North Hertfordshire SAPG, Business & Technology Centre, Bessemer Drive, Stevenage, SG1 2DX
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